
TENNESSEE TENNESSEE TENNESSEE 
Temporary Driver License & 

Identification License Program



Temporary DL/ID Overview 

Beginning October 1, 2007, Tennessee residents 
in the U.S. on a legal, temporary basis can apply 
for the new Temporary Driver License or 
Temporary Identification License.



Types of Temporary Documents 

• Temporary Driver License 

• Temporary Learner Permit 

• Temporary Intermediate Driver License 

• Temporary ID – Photo Identification Only



Temporary DL/ID Benefits 

• The Temporary Driver License strengthens 
safety on the roads by ensuring drivers have 
been tested and know the rules of the road. 

• The Temporary DL/ID serves as a valid form 
of government-issued identification.



Examples of Use: 
Board a Plane 

Rent a Car 

Lease a Home 

Buy Products Requiring 
Age Verification 

Get a Library Card 

Obtain Certain 
Medication 

Enter Government 
Building 

Cash a Check



Duration of Stay & Temporary DL/ID 

• The expiration date of Temporary DL/ID 
coincides with the applicant’s length of 
authorized stay in the U.S. 

• The Temporary DL/ID is issued for a 
minimum period of 1 year, and may be issued 
for a maximum of 5 years.



Potential Applicants 

• Temporary Workers 

• Foreign Students 

• Spouse/Family Members



Required Documentation 

To qualify for a Temporary 
DL/ID, applicants must present 
documentation verifying identity, 
Tennessee residency and 
authorized length of stay in the 
U.S.



Examples of Required Documentation: 

• Two forms of Proof of Tennessee Residency 
– Current Utility Bill 
– Current Pay Stub 
– Valid Car Registration 

• Proof of Legal Presence 
– Valid I-94, Passport & Visa 
– Conditional Resident Card 
– Certain Visas 
– Employment Authorization Card 

• Two forms of Proof of Identity 
– Valid Passport 
– Valid Out of State/Country Driver License 
– Birth Certificate
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Required Testing 

First-time Temporary DL 
applicants are required to pass 
a knowledge, vision and road 
skills test. 

Exceptions to testing exist.



Testing Information 

• Written test available in English, Japanese, 
Korean, Spanish 

• Translation dictionary is allowed during 
written/computerized test 

• Must understand enough English to 
communicate with DL examiner



Testing Facilities 

Temporary DL/ID applicants must apply in 
person, and complete any required tests, at 
one of the 50 full-service driver license 
stations across the state.



Fee Information 

In most cases, a the cost for 
Temporary Driver License 
is $19.50 and the cost for a 
Temporary ID is $9.50.



Replacing Your CFD 

• The issuance of original CFDs ended 10/1/07. 

• A CFD is valid until expiration, suspension, revocation 
or cancellation. 

• A valid CFD does not automatically convert to a 
Temporary DL.  Each person must qualify for a TDL. 

• All applicants for a Temporary DL must present 
required documentation.



Questions?



For More Information 

Please visit the department’s website: 
www.tennessee.gov/safety 

Call the department toll-free: 
1-866-849-3548

http://www.tennessee.gov/safety

